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SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES 
AS INDICATED IN THE CENSUS 
AND VITAL STATISTICS 


A study of certain characteristics of Canadian husbands and wives was 
recently made by the Social Analysis Section of the D.B.S. by means of a 5 per 
cent sample of 1941 Census Schedules. In addition to its intrinsic value, the 
stucy had two main objectives :- 


1. To see to what extent data concerning husbands and wives, 
obtainable through the Census, corroborated data concern- 
ing bridegrooms and brides recorded from marriage records. 


Ze To said the Committee planning the 1951 Census Tables in 
deciding whether or not the inclusion of additional Tables 
on husband-wife relationships would be justified as provid- 
ing socially significant data not heretofore available. 


The tables are largely self-explanatory. However, brief reference 
to a few of the more important features appears below. 


AGE 


Young men marry women whose ages approximate their own. Older men 
tend to marry women much younger than themselves. For 25-year-old bridegrooms, 
the bride is, on the average, about 2 years younger; for those 35 years old, 
6-7 years younger, for those 45 years old, 8-10 years younger, and for those 
60-64 years old, ll-12 years younger. Over the 20 year period 1926-46, there 
was a slight upward trend in the average age of bride in relation to the age of 
bridegroom for bridegrooms over 20 years of age - eege for 35-year-old bride- 
grooms the bride was, on the average, a year older in 1946 than in 1926. 


Since wives are, in general, younger than husbands, ii.follows that 
there will be more widows than widowers and this trend is further accentuated 
by the relatively greater longevity ef females. This fact is important in con- 
nection with employment opportunities for older women, with social provisions 
for the care of the aged, and so on. 


YEARS OF SCHOOLING 


Canadian wives are, on the whole, better educated than their husbands. 
A comparison of years of schooling of husbands and wives for marriages of under 
10 years and those of 10 or more years duration reveals that this tendency is 
more pronounced in the case of more recent marriages. However, the educational 
status of both husbands and wives is rising. 


Social studies have established the fact that approximate equality of 
educational status of the partners contributes to the success and stability of 
marriage. Wide differences are likely to affect attitudes towards the education 
of the children and other social problems. 


ae Ae 


BIRTHPLACE 


There is a strong tendency for persons to marry those born in the 
same locality as themselves, depending, of course, on the extent to which 
partners of the opposite sex, and at suitable ages, are available. 


In the marriages taking place during the years 1931-40, 90 per cent 
of bridegrooms born in Quebec and 80 per cent of those born in Ontario married 
Quebec-born and Ontario=-born brides respectively. Similarly, 70 per cent of 
bridegrooms born in Finland married Finnish-born brides. For Hungary, the cor- 
responding figure was 49 per cent, and for Poland, 48 per cent. 


RELIGION 

There is a strong tendency for persons of the same religion to marry. 
For instance, in the marriages taking place during the years 1931-40, 96 per 
cent of Jewish bridegrooms had Jewish brides and 92 per cent of Roman Catholic 
bridegrooms had Roman Catholic brides. 


Identity of religion tends to override other differences which form 
barriers to the intermarriage of peoples of different oqultural backgrounds. 
Hence, it is an important factor in hastening the assimilation of persons of 
different ethnic origins. 


When marriages take place between persons of different religious de=- 
nominations, there is a strong tendency for the husband or the wife to adopt 
the religion of the partner, the census reveals. In the case of every denom- 
ination, the proportion of husbands and wives married less than 10 years report- 
ing the same religious denomination at the 1941 Census was higher and, in most 
cases, much higher, than the proportion of bridegrooms and brides 1931-40 re- 
porting the same denomination: 
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TABLE i1.= HUSBANDS AND WIVES, CLASSIFIED BY AGE IN 1941, FOR MARRIAGES 1931-40 


A. Sources: Vital Statistics 


Age of 


Husband 4 
in 1941 Himeva vas 


fee of Wife in 1941 


, 16-19) 


Total | 827, 090 '20 ,020}179,962' 301 0012, 468/67, Sa 4p1i14, as 9 hat 
15-19! 920! 545} ~ (341! 9 - =| =| 1 | 


20-24! 63,998" 9,979] 43,557" weed 906 110 30 4} a 
26-29) 227,984 | 6,790] 88,611/111,455) 18,821} 1,865; 327° 64 20 | 10 
30-34; 261,504} 1,963; 35,022'121,682{ 87,580}13,050] 1,746) 298 80 | 46 
35= 39 , 138,446 | 528; 8,904 41,680] 54,975126,241) 4,851 SES 2aT | 99 
40-44' 57,206{ 152] 2,361 11,361] 18,803,14,431{ 7,432) 1,959 512 180 
45=49, 27,501 } 35 709, 3,386 6,344! 6,827| 5,263, 3,425 1,034 | 47] 
50=54! 16, 935 | 14 260' 1,194 See | Sp lOL S471 ee ohot kb Sb led 
55-59 ll, 5597 | 8 oT "i 899) 1,541) 1,891! 2,257) 2,143 | 2 5432 
60¢{ 20,773 7| 84. 367 =| 883| 1 ,409| 2 9173 | 2 Sonal Lenore 
' 
% 
B. Source: 5% Sample, 1941 Census 
Age of | Total Age of Wife 
Husband {Husbands eg aein Aneundleauen tenias oe 


P1Ifsl9! C274 1 25-29 | Su- 44 


it 


b 

| 697,160 {30,280 |188, 580!269, 4601137, 1840/46 ,680 

2,160 } 1,580 580} “ 

20-24 | 76,680 15,740 | 49,560: 10,600! . ts 

25-29! 220,520 } 9,460+ 89,100;104,420) 16,220} 1,240 sof. -- 

ba | 212,720 12,600} 35,020/103,060} 62,340} 8,500] 1,020; 180 
ft 


Total 
15-19} 


PTET IOS 


35-391 106,320: 660; 10,200) 36,480 36,920 18,6201 2,960] 460 
40-44; 41,260: 100: 2,660, 9,880} 14,080} 9,740} 4,020} 660 
45-49] 16,860; 80} 840] 2,640: 4,180; 4,760} 2,82011,040 
50-54} 10,500 40 300! 1,460] 1,720) 2,300] 2,180}1,600 
55°59: 4,800 = 180 560 680] 800} 7401 840 

60%; 5,340[ 20; * 140 360 | 480} 660) 660! 860 


k : ; ' a 


Note: For purposes of comparison the ages of bridegrooms ana brides m™rrying aurang 
the period 1931=+4u were adjusted to what their ages would be in 1941, No ale 
lowance was made for dissolution of marriages by death or divorce. 


TABLE 2.- PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF HUSBANDS CIASSIFIED ACCORDING TO AGE IN 1941, 


in 1941 


25-29 
30-34 
35=39 
40-44 
45-49 
50- 54 
55-59 
60 4 


Age of | 
Husband } 


in 1941 


Total 


15-19 
20224 
25229 
302 354 
35239 
40244 
45249 
50=54 
D5= 59 

60 ¢ 


“Note: 


| 227,984 
( 261,504 
138,446 
57,206 
27,501 
16,935 
11,597 
20,773 


of 


1 697,160 


2 160 

| 76,680 
220,520 
212,720 
1 106,320 
41,260 
16,860 
10,500 
4,800 
5,340 


“or purposes of comparison the ages of bridefrooms and brides marrying during 


Husbands . 
ee 


Number 


BY AGE OF WIFE IN 1941 FOR MARRIAGES 
OF LESS THAN 10 YEARS DURATION 


. 
| 
. 
A. Sources: Vital Statistics 
hee of Wife in 1941 
15-19 P 20er4 , 30= 34 | 35-59 40-44 45-49 I 50.54 55 @ 
Be | also Ce Bite PeCe! P.0 e| PoC. Page i'PeCe 
4 { 
eS \ aig S| 5604 23.2 | 8.2) 7 | let | eu 
‘ j S| fh 
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0.8 i 46.5 ° - - 
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B. Sources 5% Sample, 1941 Census 


Age. of Wife in (1941 
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the period 1931-40 were adjusted to what their ages would be in 1941. No ale 
lowance was made for dissolution of marriages by death or divorce. 


Age of 
Bridegroom 
Under 20 

20 = 24 

25 - 29 

$0 = 34 

35 = 39 

40 = 44 

45 = 49 

50 = 54 

55 - 59 

60 = 64 

65 = 69 

70 = 74 

75 4 
Under 20 

20 = 24 

25 - 29 

30 - 34 

35 - 39 

40 - 44 

45 = 49 

50 - 54 

55 = 59 

60 = 64 

65 - 69 

70 = 74 

75 2 
Under 20 

20 = 24 

25 = 29 

30 = 34 

35 = 39 

40 = 44 

45 = 49 

50 = 54 

55 = 59 

60 = 64 

65 = 69 

70 = 74 

75. 4 


TABLE 3.- AGES OF BRIDEGROOMS AND BRIDES COMPARED 


Number 
of 
Bride= 
grooms 


1,525 
23,152 
20,423 

9,422 

4,887 

2,584 

1,597 

972 
727 
479 
317 
174 

76 


1,644 
23,578 
21425 
8,922 
4,257 
2,430 
1,508 
980 
678 
522 
332 
214 

96 


1,569 
25,774 
29,007 
12,508 
5,171 
2,394 
1,517 
1,014 
766 
505 
333 
203 
125 


Source: 
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Group 


Vital Statistics 


Dare a 


PC» 


Younger 
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TABLE 3.- AGES OF BRIDEGROOMS AND BRIDES COMPARED - Con. 


Number 
Age of of 
Bridegroom Bride= 


Source: Vital Statistics 


Same 
Age 


gr coms : Group 


Under 20 | 3,055 
ple eet tal) My aby 
25 - 29 | 41-177 
50. 554 18,027 | 
35 - 39 | 7,921 
40- 44 | 3,712 | 
AG ag ate #2206 
BO + 54°%[) 1.582054 
55. 69° 1a. 1 160" 
60 = 64 | 758 
65 - 69 | 465 
70 = 74 | 276 | 
75 ¢ M1 | 
| f 
a 
Under 20 { 5,220 
20 - 24 51,839 | 
25-29 | 39,937 | 
30 - 34 ¢ 17,323 | 
35 - 39 } 7,939 | 
AGj= 44" 9 44 255 | 
a5 249 | 2,467 | 
50 = 54 1,548 | 
55 = 5 : 1,357 
60 = 64 | 1,002 
65 = 69 | 682 | 
70 = 74 394 
75 4 218 


ea 


70.0 
56.6 
3029 
18.4 
14.6 
Iza 
12.8 
Veer 
14.0 
LSs7 
15e5 
16.0 
Liat 


7132 
58.5 
27.8 
19:6 
Get 
15.0 
1567 
13.9 
14.8 
1525 
15¢5 
14.5 

704 


‘ 
t 


ee ee SS SAI aS ee 


A ee a 


Age of Bride 


First { All Other 
Younger Younger ; . 


All Other 
Older 


Age Group }Age Groups}Age GrouplAge Groups 


Elin Fates : FCs 
= 270 ' Zod 
32.8 956 iso 
48.9 5el 0.8 
36.9 acl 10 
26.7 308 12 
a i 4.12 125 
19.3 404 0 | 1.9 
18.5 5.8 at oat 
2037 Gobo mt 293 
16.1 é 4.0 2 04 
18.9 60,0 | 562 004 
22.08 5605 | 407 - 
2304 58.9 : x a 
194 6{ : 

a a 2604 Zea 
3203 8.3 0.9 
Sled} 15.0 Bet 0.8 
34.5 | 39.9 500 sh 
27ae 50.5 4.9 hee. 
230.9 | 54.5 5.1 1.5 
20.8 | 5751 rT te, Led 
2003 : 5701 604 | 2.5 
18.4 60.0 4.9" emt 1.9 
2007 5607 | 5.5 16 
2002 59.3 4.0 1.0 
ates 5706 | 6.6 | = 
2007 61.9 | s 2 
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TABLE 4.- AGES OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES COMPARED |)’ 
Source: 5% Sample, 1941 Census 


Age of Wife 
Age of Husband ' Same First All Other | First All Other 

i Age Younger Younger Older Older 

| Group | Age Group; Age Groups; Age GroupljAge Groups 

ee Pera Pele | Bees Pe PC. 
15 - 19 pb aarise 4 : | : 27.3 0.9 
20 = 24 fF = 6466 | 20.5 | = 1359 1.0 
25 - 29 76 | 39.4 | 402 729 0.9 
30 = 34 | 37-5} 4201 | 1362 602 1.0 
35 - 39 } 3469 37.9 | 20.2 6.0 1.0 
40 - 44 | 0.83.9 3605} 23el 567 ro 
45 - 49 )} 3201 $551 25x 6:4 1.2 
50 = 54 i 32.0 34-0 : 26.9 508 iS 
55 = 59 } 2051.5 33.0 | 27.9 6ol re0 
60 = 64 2902 S8a2 30.6 5.8 1.2 
65 - 69 |) epics $269 3304 52 “lel 
70 = 74 | 5235.9 33.9 34.09 5.3 ~ 


29.0 
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TABLE 5. COMPARISON OF AGES IN 1941 OF BRIDEGROOMS AND BRIDES MARRIED IN 
YEARS 1931-40 AND AGES IN 1941 OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES FOR MARRIAGES 
OF LESS THAN 10 YEARS’ DURATION, AS REPORTED AT 1941 CENSUS 


Sources: Vital Statistics, and 5% Sample, 1941 Census 


Age of Bridegroom Percentage of Cases in which Age of Bride or of Wife was- 
at Merriage or 
of Haband in 1941 hee ages All Other 
i Same Group Younger 
; _ Younger Gr oups 
; P.Ce PC. P.Ce 
15-19 Vital Statistics] 59.0 
5% Census Sample) 7301 | 26.9 } - 
20-24 Vital Statistics! 68.1 | 1506 14.7 1.6 
5% Census Sample} 64.7 ; 20.5 13.8 1.0 
25-29 Vital Statistics, 48.9 | 38.9 3.0 8.3 0.9 
5% Census Sample! 47.3 | 40.4 4.5 | Toh 0.5 
t Z 
50-34 Vital Statistics’ 33-5 46.5 14.42 Ot 0.8 
5% Census Sample! 29.3 48.4 177 4.0 | 0.6 
35-39 Vital Statistics| 18.9 S907 36.9 Sed 1.0 
5% Census Sample! 17 65 3407 44.5 2.8 0.5 
} j 
40-44 Vital Statistics) 13.0 2502 57 of S04 1.2 
5% Census Sample} yi 2306 64.8 1.6 0.3 
45=49 Vital Statistics 12.5 19.1 62 29 338 et, 
5% Census Sample} 6 oe 16.7 7402 fuse 0.7 
50=54 Vital Statistics) ines i 17-6 62.9 6.6 = 
5% Census Sample} ye 15.2 7603 1.3 = 
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TABLE 6.- AVERAGE AGE OF BRIDE BY AGE OF BRIDEGROOM FOR MARRIAGES OF 
1926, 19315 )19S6,) 19415 1946 


Source: Vital Statistics 


—_— os 


is 


Age of Average Age of Bride 


T ee a ee 
t 


| 1936 ee 1941 | 1946 


Bridegroom 


—_ 


ae 


Under 18 18:4 
18 19.0 
19 19.66 
20-24 21.4 
20 2022 
real 20.8 | 
22 21.5) 
ries cleo | 
24 22 «4 
25=29 23.28 
25 Cine 
26 2504 
27 24.0 
28 24.5 
29 As wna E 
30- 34 26.8 
30 Asef 
=o 26-5 
5e 2720 
33 Ziled 
34 
35-39 
35 
36 
37 
38 
oe 
40=44 
40 
41 
42 
43° 
44 
45-49 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50-54 
55= 59 
60=§4 
65-69 
70=74 
75-79 


80 and over 
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TABLE 7.- AVERAGE AGE OF WIFE, COMPARED WITH AGE OF HUSBAND FOR MARRIAGES OF 
SPECIFIED DURATION 


Source: 5% Sample, 1941 Census 


Average Age of Wife 


Age of Husband 
Marriages Marriages Marriages Marriages 
Under 10 Yrs. 10=19 Yrs. 20-29 Yrs. [30 Yrs. & Over 


15 = 19 19.1 = = = 
20! = 21 Ie é - = 
25 = 29 2505 30 .2 = 3 
30 = 34 28 05 32.0 Es 
35 = 39 30.9 | 3502 40 oh - 
40 = 4h 33.0 38.1 | MS Si - 
45 = 49 3508 40.3 4503 5109 
50 = 54 38.07 423 48.3 5207 
55 = 59 41 53 | 15 02 50.8 5508 
60 - 64 4,303 48.57 55405 59.3 
65 = 69 48.0 518 55.6 63.3 
70 = 7h | 49 09 5302 58h 67.05 
15 4 ! 050) 1 BSB 61.2 73.02 


Note: It sheuld: be remembered that men of, say 45-49, who had been married 
20=29 years had been married at the most common ages of marriage when 
the disparity between age of groom and of bride tends to be less than 
in the case of men of this age group who had been married under 10 years. 
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TABLE 8.= PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF HUSBANDS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO YEARS OF 
SCHOOLING BY YEARS OF SCHOOLING OF WIVES 


Source: 5% Sample, 1941 Census 


Percentage with Wives of Specified 
Years of 


Percentage 


, Years of Schooling 
Schooling | Distribution| Ba a ol 
of Husband Total 13% 
All Marriages 
Total 2,221, 780 100.0 100.0:]. 1009 £125.6 [133.5 [B52 9PAs9 
O=- 4 303,240 1307 100.0 | 4502 | 2309 [2063 [10.0 | 0.7. 
5- 6 4,00, 640 18.0 100.0 |. 12.5 [35-6 [33.1 {17.6 [222 
Te- 8 737,000 33 2 100.0 4o8 | 12.0 [52.0 128.9 | 253 
9-12 636,140 28 06 100.0 205 6.2 [23.5 61.7 | 602 
13 + 144,440 6.5 100.0 1.6 207 J1lo7 |51.6 [324 
Married Under 10 Years 
Total 696,420 100.0 100.0 Gol | 1303 13205 |42el | 6.0 
O- & 56,640 8.1 100.0} 3309 } 25.4 27.0 {12.8 |0.9 
5- 6 107,300 EA 100.0 906 | 32.5 136.2 20.7 | 1.1 
7 = 8 235,280 33.8 100 ,0 Se 12.2 46.6 35.4.2 207 
9-12 243,480 B50 100.0 107 5.6 123.4 [62.6 | 6.7 
13 + 53,660 ey 100.0 09 2.3 $10.8 $53.8 P22 
Married 10 Years and Over 
Total 11,525,360 100.0 1 100.04 1302 1.1607 133-9 13109 phos 
O- 4 246,600 16.2 | (100/03 4799) 1:23-6 SVISS7Y Ses eheas 
5 = 6 293, 340 1902 100.0] 13.6 | 36.8 {32.0 |16.4 |1.2 
T=- & 501,720 32 9 100.0 506 | 1109 | 5405 }26.0 | 2.0 
9 =12 392,660 2551 100.0 3.0 6.6 [23.5 |6)L.1len5ee 
13 + 90,780 6.0 100.0 20 209 112.1 {50.4 B2.6 
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TABLE 9.- PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF WIVES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO YEARS OF 
4 SCHOOLING BY YEARS OF SCHOOLING OF HUSBANDS 


Source: 5% Sample, 1941 Census 


| Percentage with Husbands of Specified 


Bier. Percentage | ~ Years of Schooling 
Schooling Distribution ooo po 
All Marriages | 
Total . 2,221,780 100,0 100 ,0 | 
O=- & 241,340 109 100.0} 
5 = 6 346,740 15.6 100.0 | 
7s 8 743,480 33.5 100.0} 
9 _ 12 780, 660 351 100.0 
13 ¢ 109,460 4o9 100.0} 
Married Under 10 
Total | = 696, 420 100.0 100.0 
G= 42,020 6ol 100.0 
5 = 6 92,740 13.3 100.0 
7 - 8 226, 420 32.5 100.0 
9-12 | 293,400 Look 100.0 
13 } 41,820 6,0 100.0 
Married 10 Years and Ove 
Total 1,525,360 100.0 100.0} 
Oe & 199, 320 13.1 100.0} 
5=- 6 254, 000 16.7 100.0 
7T- 8 517,060 3309 100.0 
9el12 487,260 31.9 100,0 
13 67,640 hed, 


100 .0} 


TABLE 10,.= PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF BIRTHPLACE 


| 
Sour ce ¢ | 
} 


Birthplace 


| British Isles, 


me dala : 5, eeu 
vn e | 3 | | : 
Bridegroom 6 = | os oS | 
(3) 3 (3) Ss | 
a) & ees | 3] 
Shel org @ na 
| | Z| 2 i a | 2 
pao as Ss ae eee Cs Ss ce a) Wess Ed 
TOTAL 1827 ,090 | ho9| 3. | 3 ol Oo 
Canada b48 , 738 5 ho 2of| Oe2| 
Poke 1s | 6,581 | i 6s2lah. 1 lol} 0.3} 
Nova Scotia | 39,583 | 0.8|80.5} 3. Oo7} 200} 
New Brunswick) 30,804 | 0.8] 5.0)79.3 Oob} 03} 
Quebec 1.99 ,380 Ol | 0.3 009 | Oo2| Ool) 
Ontario R31,911 | 0.1} 0.5} 0.3] | Oo7} Col 
Manitoba | 46,185 Ool| Ook Ooa } | 300] = = 
Saskatchewan | 41,894 | Ool} Ook} Oo2}| | Boff - = 
Alberta | 29,835 | Ool} 007} O24 s5} bol} Oo1| 
Be Co | 20,374 | QoL] 0.9) O05] 0.7] 5108) Ood 
Newfoundland | 2,352 | 30.0 | / ! | 1.6] 1,725.9] 
British Isles | 78,289 | | | by | | Ooh} 16,8 | : 
England 1475973 | | 1) Toh} 709] 508] 508} Ooh} 20.0 
Ireland | 7,866 | 063] 105] oh | 505] | } 505| 30h] 003/115 fu 
Scotland | 20,189 2309) Soh} | Ooh} Gol] Ooh} 05 | 
United states | 33,750 | | | | | J1203{ 308] O02 
Europe | 60,028 | Ol] 
Austria | 2,877 | Ool| 
Belgium cae | Ool | 
Denmark | 2,281 o_o 
Finland Berar | | — 
France | 873 | | 1 1.3 1300! 11. 6 1 506] 208 | Oo2| 
Germany | 3,833 | | 1.7 303 |1008] 601 |! 06} 206 | 002 | 
Holland | 15272 1 | | Oo5 | 207 11804, $106. 03 Ple2}] 5.0] 02] 
Hungary | 2,315 | aA « | Go7 | | 
Italy | 3,363 | 5.8] Ocl! 
Norway | 2,585 | 903] Oe 
Poland 114,952 | Ook | = = 
Rouman ia | 2,960 1 006 | Ool 
Russia 110,363 1 O06 | Ool| 
Sweden | 2.829 1 9,01 O01} 
Asia | 1,638 hj of Ool] 
China | 622 cap Ee 
67 03 | 


Japan 557 


OF BRIDEGROOMS BY BIRTHPLACE OF BRIDES, CANADA 1931-40 
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TABLE 1l.= 
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